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John D. Cunningham

Director, National Polar-Orbiting Operational 
Environmental Satellite System (NPOESS)

John Cunningham became the Director of the National Polar-orbiting Operational Environmental Satellite System (NPOESS) on November 1, 1999 after retiring from the Air Force after a 29-year career. 

During his career, he spent 25 years building and operating satellites and space-based remote sensors. He had multiple assignments with the Defense Meteorological Satellite Program as a sensor engineer, satellite engineer for the Block 5D-1 satellites, as Program Element Monitor on the Air Staff, and as Director of Engineering. Mr Cunningham led development of space based nuclear burst monitoring sensors for the US Atomic Energy Detection System.  In his last job, he was program director for a satellite system at the National Reconnaissance Office. He received a B.S. in Physics from Texas A&M University and an M.S. in Astronautical Engineering from the Air Force Institute of Technology.
AWARDS 
· Presidential Rank Award

· Department of Commerce Gold Medal

· Legion of Merit

· Defense Superior Service Medal

· National Intelligence Medal of Achievement

· Joseph Charyk Award of the National Space Club

· NRO Gold Medal
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